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Appendix 2  

History and Heritage 
History of the Community 
The following information came from “Millville Memories History Book” Copyright February 1990 by the Cache 

County Historic and Preservation Commission, and written, compiled and edited by the Millville History Book 

committee. 

Early Valley History 
Long before the small group of young men left Salt Lake City with their wagons full of 

hay-harvesting equipment, Brigham Young, was already somewhat familiar with Cache 

Valley. Reports he received from Jim Bridger and Moses Harris, who had been trapping 

the area for years, gave him some insight into the beauty, rivers and streams, isolation, 

and possible danger of Indians 

that could be had in this beautiful 

valley.  The young men and 

others in their group came in July 

of 1855. They arrived with youth 

and optimism on their side giving 

them the strength and 

determination to settle this area. 

“In the 1860 census, more than 

seventy-five percent of the 2605 

people living in the valley were 

under thirty years of age and only 

three percent were over fifty.”  

 

Within just a few months, this 

little group of young men, would plant and harvest “over 200 tons of hay, build fences 

around 100 acres of land and build housing for those who stayed through the winter.”  

The place became known as “Elkhorn Ranch.” Many other settlers as well as cattle came 

shortly thereafter. The winters brought deep snow, lack of provisions and difficulty 

with Indians and wolves.  

 

Like many other settlements of that time this little area had its number of firsts. This 

included the first white child born, first mill, home and school built. The first baby was 

born on July 19, 1856 and was considered the first white baby born in Cache Valley (a 

baby girl named Eliza Cache).    
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First Home in Millville  

“The First home in Millville was 

built by Zeb Edwards. The home 

was a log cabin with the cracks in the 

walls being chinked with mud and 

the roof covered by sod and dirt. The 

home was located at about 200 West 

and 100 South, a short distance north 

and east from the first sawmill.” 

Early homes were far from fancy and 

included dug-outs, log cabins, and 

slab houses (made from slabs of 

wood running up and down instead 

of side to side like a log cabin). Living in 

these types of homes was without frills, with 

doors made only from skins and windows 

covered in white cloth dipped in fat to keep 

the cold out. 

The Mills 
In 1859 the first sawmill built in Cache 

Valley was located in Millville, thus giving 

the small community its name. Several 

others followed including a shingle mill, a 

lath mill, a broom mill, a cider mill, a 

molasses mill, and two gristmills. Many were 

built in Millville Canyon or had their rock 

quarried from the canyon.   

Farming 
Originally, Millville included the area to the 

south and west, now known as Nibley and 

also part of College Ward, which was 

referred to as West Millville. Early Millville 

farms included much of the land outside of 

what is now thought of as Millville. Even 

today farmers from Millville carry on most of 

their farming outside the City limits such as the south and west fields. Ranching and 

grazing were the first major farming operations until the “1870’s when the railroad 
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brought ready market grain and vegetables which led to more specialized forms of 

agriculture.”  

 

In 1880 the “populations had grown so much in the valley that most of the irrigatable 

land had been taken up so the initiation of dry farming, constructing long distance 

canals, the production of row and orchard crops, expansion of dairying and increased 

production of sheep and wool began.” 

Business and Industry 
There were a number of businesses and 

industries of the early Millville that are 

no longer part of the community today, 

but have had a major influence on how 

the community grew and was 

developed.  All types of industry 

occurred in the early Millville 

settlement: spinning, weaving, cloth 

making, tailoring, hat, and broom 

making, mills of every kind, mercantile 

stores, horse shoeing etc. Because of 

Millville’s location and distance from larger towns the early settlers had to be 

hardworking inventive people producing what they needed to survive. The same could 

be said of the residents of Millville today – hardworking inventive people – educators, 

businessmen and entrepreneurs still keeping their community moving forward in 

slightly different ways.   

    

Millville Today 
Things have changed, but in many ways they have 

stayed the same for this beautiful sweet 

community known as Millville. Its beautiful views 

and vistas and rich history of diligent hardworking 

people who love their community still lives on in 

the resident of Millville today.  The addition of 

new families brings new ideas, new cultures and 

new traditions which continue to make Millville a 

wonderful place to live.   
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For a larger History at a Glance see Attachment G 


